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The Basics

Our Part...

*Copying and data dumping
*Relevancy

*Introduce research and change the end product
*Synthesize rather than copy

*Work smarter, not harder

The Basics
Their Part...

*Limited reading ability

*Limited vocabulary

*Lack of research skills

*Lack of understanding of assignment
*Lack of motivation

*A non-stimulating final product
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How to Stop Copying

If you change the end product you also change the thinking and
research process the student uses to develop the product.

Instead of this:
Topic: Famous African Americans

Assignment: A brochure on a famous African American of your
choice

What the student will do: Copy enough information to fill the
pages of abrochure about his/her explorer.

Blooms Level: Remember

When the end product is changed so that students have to USE
information in new ways, copying is nearly impossible!

Try this:
Topic: Famous African Americans

Assignment: An associative letter report about an important event
during the life of a famous African American

What the student will do: Locate and analyze information

Choose an important event and verify information

Write an associative letter report incorporating the most important
detail

Utilize functional research resources including dictienary and
thesaurus

Thinking Level: Understand, Apply, Analyze, Evaluate, Create




Associative Letter Report

IsP really for fairy tale? What word can you associate
with a famous person? Is B really for Rosa Parks?
Each word beginning with the letter B is a fully
illustrated page of text.

B is for Rosa Parks[=}
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B is for Rosa Parks because in December of 1955 she
wouldn't give her seat on the BUS to a white person. The
bus driver had her arrested. She went to court and they said
she was guilty of breaking a city law. How unfair!




The If, But Report

In the true style of Marzano, this report asks students
to compare and contrast two different people, animals or
events.

If I was Vasco da &ama, I would have been born in 1460 and died
in 1524. Also, I'd be aPortugese explorer who discovered a
route from Portugal to the East. I would have started heading
east on July 8, 1497 and reached The Cape of Good Hope on
November 22. T would have returned in 1499 without a lot of my
crew members because they died of scurvy. But, T wouldn't be a
Spanish explorer who first discovered Florida. I also wouldn't
have established the oldest European settlement in Puerto Rico.
T wouldn't be searching for the Fountain of Youth either because
then I would be Ponce de Leon!

Jessie

If I was an alligator, I would eat meat and live in fresh
water. I would also use my tail and webbed feet to help me
swim. Also, I'd have a "U" shaped jaw. But, I wouldn't
have a "V" shaped jow because a crocodiles have that!

Alligator Crocodile
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Jaw.
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If I visited Michigan, I would see the Mackinac Bridge a‘ls'lgld‘r‘ﬁe
Great Lakes. T would also see a robin, a white-tailed deer, and an
apple blossom . Also, I'd see aPetoskey stone and a white pine
tree. But I wouldn't see Disneyland or Hollywood. I also
wouldn't see giant redwoods, grizzly bears, and gray whales
because I'd see that in California.

The If Report

This cause and effect poem asks students to find three
facts about a person, animal, or event.

If it didn't have eight arms,
If it didn't have blue blood,
If it didn't squirt black ink in the water to
protect itself,
It wouldn't be an octopus.
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Mystery Report

Students read about an individual or topic in which they're
interested. Then, they list ten facts about their person or
topic, in no particular order. Students then present their report

in the form of a game.

1 T was born on Feburary
6th, 1895.

6. I made it in to the Baseball Hall
of Fame in 1936

2. Some people call me the
greatest baseball player
everl

. I was the first player to hit
€0 homers in 1 season!

8. I died on August
3. 1hit 714 16,1948
homers|

9 Twas aleft
and batter and pitcher.

the Boston Red Sox:

5. My real name was George
Herman, but, people knew me
by my nickname.

10. I played for the
Boston Red Sox, New York
Yankees, and Boston
Braves

Mystery Place

L. This state is the 50th state.

. This state grows a lot of pineapple!
3. The capital city is Honolulu.

4. This state is the 43rd biggest
state.

b. The state name means "homeland."
. The state motto is: The life of the
land is perpetuated inrighteousness.

7. The state nickname is "Aloha State."
B. The Pacific Ocean borders this state,
P. The state flower is the hibiscus.

10. This state grows a lot of bananas.




Fact or Fiction Book

The front of each sheet of paper includes a Fact or Fiction
heading, below; the student writes a statement about the
topic being studied. On the back of that page, the heading
is either Fact or Fiction depending on whether the
statement was true or false. The student also includes an
explanation of the answer.

® L]

My Election Fact
or Ficifion Book.
By:Jess

Fact or Fiction

Jchn McCain agrees
with universal health
care.

Fiction Fact or Fiction

John McCain does not John McCain wants te
believe in universal cut back on wasteful
health care. government spending




Fact or Fiction

It is a fact John McCain

does want to cut back on Barack Obama wants to

gavernment spending. He encourage autornakers to
W“"*S.h freeze C'” ) make something to produce
spending except military. more fuel efficient cars.

Tell Me Again

Modeled after the Jamie Lee Curtis book Tell Me Again
About the Night I was Born, students report on the life
of aperson. This model especially lends itself well to
autobiography projects.

The Never-Ever Report

The Model

You should never-ever because you might

And you should definitely never-ever
because and
But you can because




NEVER-EVER!

You should never-ever ask an Emperor
Penguin to live in Florida because an
Emperor Penguin needs to live in a pack
of ice in Antaractica.

And you should definitely never-ever
have a swim-off against an Emperor
Penguin because penguins spend most
of their life in the water and swim
really well.

But, you can definitely get advice on
how to be a good dad frem an Emperor
Penguin because the dad takes care of
the baby penguins.

The Attribute Report

In this report, students describe animal characteristics
from the first person point of view as if the chosen animal
is speaking to an observer.

I am T-Rex, come to my home in
the forests long ago.

I am T-Rex, hear roar and crush
the bones of my prey.

I am T-Rex, see my 40 ft. long, 7
ton body,

see my short arms and 2 clawed
fingers,

see my 60 teethll!
I am T-Rex, watch me eat a
Triceratops.

\
A\l
\

Wy
W
\l\‘
\\\\‘
Wy
Wy
\

\\\

I am T-Rex, hear me, see me, but X .:::5;::5”5’ =

watch out, —% ;5

I'M WATCHING YOUIll Zx= I =
=== ==




For Rent

In this non-traditional animal report, students
"advertise" the positive characteristics of an animal in
order to find a "renter."

FOR RENT: ONE SPIDER

It's the most helpful thing you'll ever rent since it can
Help farmers grow cotton crops by killing other insects.
Kill mosquitos.

And make beautiful webs out of silk stronger than steel.
And the greatest thing about it is it only lives one year...
unless your rent a tarantula...it lives for 15 years!

Five Senses Poem

Adaptable to any subject area, the five senses poem
asks students to use their five senses to describe a
person, place, thing, or event in detail.
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! RAINFOREST

. A rainforest is many
bright celors.
T looks like 4 different
layers of life.
It sounds a chorus of
animals.
It smells like fresh rain.
It tastes like a wild
raspberry.
It makes me.feel like T'm

ip paradise.

Top 10

In this report, students list the top 10 or worst 10 reasons
to live in or visit a particular place.

Ashley's Top Ten Reasons to Want to Live in the Southern

Colonies!iiilt
1. It's the warmest of all 3 colony regions!
2. The main motivation of the southern colonists
i m
is to make $$$$M Maryland

3. You get fo live on large acres of farmland ‘

called plantations.

4. You get to farm tobacco, rice, and indigol il

5. You get to go to school at home!

6. Girls don't receive schooling, so, boys have a North
chance to be smarter for oncel Carolinc
7. You get to make your own toys! South

8. You get to play in common areas with other Carolina
kids from town.

9. There are lots of religions there, not just one

main one.

10. There are some big mansions in the southern

; Georgia
colonies.
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| eit.
made out of mostly gas.
a really strong magnetic field.

Animation

Animation lends itself well to any curricular area. Not only
does it provide students with an alternate form of
assessment, but, provides students with opportunities to
improve upon reading, writing, fluency, research,
communication and problem solving skills.

Comic Creation

Comic creations have the potential to help non-readers not
only with sequencing, but, with using illustrations as a
communication medium. Early readers are able to use
comics to make the connection between illustrations and
text. For these more advanced readers, comics help
students understand point of view, context, inferences, and
narrative text structures. Comics have the ability to meet
the needs of diverse learning styles and span across a
variety of curricular areas.
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A solution that works
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Resources

* Nancy Polette: http://www.nancypolette.com/
Nancy's site contains numerous handouts, lesson plans, and
books including "Research without Copying," the book from
which several presentation lessons were taken.
* Recipes4Success: http://www.recipes4success.com/
From Tech4Learning, Recipes45uccess contains numerous
lesson plans, tutorials, web-based tools, and teaching and
learning resources.
* Pieces of Learning: http://piecesoflearning.com/store/index.html
This publisher website contains numerous books about higher
level thinking, research without copying, Bloom's Taxonomy
and more.
* Tech4Learning: http://www.tech4learning.com
This innovative technology company makes incredible creativity
software for K-12 students. The site also permits free 30 day
downloads of all Tech4Learning software.
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